
Media Disinformation on 
Nicaragua 

How the US uses social media 
and local media to destabilize 
Nicaragua and pursue regime 
change



What is the US view of Nicaragua?

President Trump:

bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀ ƛǎ άŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ¦{ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅέ

[NB. Nicaragua has the eighth lowest military spending in the world]

Admiral Faller, head of the US Southern Command, told Congress on March 16 that Nicaragua:

άǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀǘŜǎ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴΧ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΧ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎŜǎ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴέ

άƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ aƻǎŎƻǿέ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ άǎǳōƧǳƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ counter U.S. 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ Ǝƻŀƭǎέ

Secretary of State Blinkenon March 31 refers to:

ǘƘŜ άŎƻǊǊǳǇǘέ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ƻŦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ hǊǘŜƎŀ 

ǘƘŀǘ άǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƭŀǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ 
ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜΦέ

{ǘŀǘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀ ς39 pages compared with 27 pages on Honduras, 29 on El 
Salvador



What is the US doing about it?

tǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ά¦{ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀέ ǾƛŀΥ 

ÅUSAID

Åthe so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψw!LbΩ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ

ÅNational Endowment for Democracy

ÅNational Democratic Institute

Using the funding to create and sustain NGOs 
and local media to:

ÅDestabilize the country

ÅDiscredit the elected government locally & 
internationally 

ÅPromote insurrection

ÅSecure regime change 



Where is the money going?

Media groups:
Violeta Chamorro Foundation (Cristina Chamorro) $4.6 million 
from USAID in past three years
Å 100% Noticias
Å La Prensa ςowned by Jaime Chamorro Cardenal
Å CINCO and Confidencial (Carlos F. Chamorro)

So-called NGOs:
Å FUNIDES (Juan Sebastián Chamorro), multiple grants 

from the NED
Å Hagamos Democracia, $525,000 in NED funds by 2018
Å Institute of Strategic Studies and Public Politics (IEEPP) 

(Felix Maradiaga) funding from NED, US
!ƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΧ



How do they spend 
the money?

YorlisGabriela Luna in COHA (Council on Hemispheric Affairs), 
October 2019 talked to young people trained by NGOs:

Åscholarships to learn English

ÅŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴǘƛŎƛƴƎ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ άdemocracicvalues, social media 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳΣ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ 

Åat private universities, hotels, even abroad 

Åpublicized on social media, universities and in youth base communities 
of the Catholic Church

Å2,000-5,000 young people were trained as democracy promoters, 
influencers, community journalists 

άΧȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ŦŜŜƭ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ Lǘ ŦŜƭǘ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ 
ŀƴ ŀǊƳȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳōŀǘΦέ



¢ƘŜ ōƛƎ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ΧǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
US and meet sympathetic 
politicians such as Ileana Ros-
[ŜƘǘƛƴŜƴ ƻǊ ¢ŜŘ /ǊǳȊ Χ Ŏƻǎǘǎ 
paid by Freedom House



Protests against the government 
in April-July 2018

ÅBegan as protests against social security changes  -
quickly turned to demands for regime change

ÅOrchestrated by opposition groups financed by 
the US

ÅDeaths of police, government supporters, 
bystanders and protesters

ÅYƛŘƴŀǇǇƛƴƎΣ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ΨŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜǎΩ

ÅBurning down of public buildings; ransacking of 
businesses

ÅBurning of media offices such as Radio Ya

ÅThreats and attacks against Sandinistas

ÅBlocking streets and major highways ςparalyzing 
the country for nearly three months

How did the blame get deflected onto the police and 
government supporters?



Social media posts, April 182018



Actual deaths, 
April 18 and 19 2018

April 18 ςNo deaths

April 19 ςthree deaths

Amnesty International attributed the April 19 killings to 
ΨǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΩ 

But the victims were:

Åa policeman (Hilton Rafael Manzanares Alvarado) 

Åa Sandinista supporter defending an office in Tipitapa
being attacked by protesters (Richard Antonio Pavón
Hernández) 

Åa passer-by uninvolved in the protests (Darwin Manuel 
Urbina).


